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Introduction


 
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) States are considered 
one of the largest regions of destination in the world. 



 
They host a total of 12.8 million non-nationals, representing 
over one-third (36%) of their population. 



 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has the largest absolute numbers of 
non-nationals, while Qatar, the UAE and Kuwait are the 
countries with the highest numbers of non-nationals as a share 
of their total populations 



 
The GCC was founded in May 1981. It is composed of six 
states; Bahrain, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates.



Map of GCC States





 
Contemporary migration to this area of the world is related to 
the oil. It stated in the 1940s to Bahrain and Kuwait and then 
extended to other GCC countries ending with Oman which was 
a sending country. 



 
Faced with a small size population, immigration was the only 
way to boost economic development, simply because GCC 
states have the capital but don’t have enough labor force. 



Population



International Migration



Migration and the Population



Female Migration



Arab Migration



Expatriates Communities



Nationalization Schemes



 
Nationalization of jobs! Which kind of jobs?



 
Nationalization schemes! Did they work?



 
Why they didn’t work?



Migrants’
 
rights



 
The Kafeel

 
system or the sponsor



 
Visa traders



 
Civil rights



 
Imbalanced contracts and submission



 
Migrants’

 
demonstrations and political stress



 
Migration and identity



The Future of the GCC Foreign Labor Market
The demand for foreign workers in the GCC 
Countries in the years to come will depend on several 
factors:



 
The number of young nationals entering the labor 
market, 



 
The effect of the nationalization of labor markets,



 
The capacity of the GCC economies to generate new 
jobs,



 
The skill level of the national labor in relation to the 
requirements of the job market, 
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The willingness of the nationals to work in the private 
sector, 



 
The consequences of the decreasing oil prices and the 
international financial crisis, and 



 
The political and security setting in the region.



by
Ayman

 
Zohry

Ayman

 

Zohry

 

is an Expert on Migration Studies based in Cairo, Egypt. He is 

 
the Founding  President and President of the Egyptian Society for Migration 

 
Studies. email:  azohry@zohry.com

mailto:azohry@zohry.com

	Slide Number 1
	Introduction
	Map of GCC States
	Slide Number 4
	Population
	International Migration
	Migration and the Population
	Female Migration
	Arab Migration
	Expatriates Communities
	Nationalization Schemes
	Migrants’ rights
	The Future of the GCC Foreign Labor Market
	The Future of the GCC Foreign Labor Market
	Slide Number 15

